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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the top margin (not the back) 
of each sheet. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 

7l I Examiner's rnmmpnt RonarHinn Doni limmnnt f ftl - r\^ nn ^u 

of Biological Material 



2D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

60S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8 £3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Aiiowance 

9|El Other Non-elected invention. 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-37 {Rev. 04-01) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No. 15 



Application/Control Number: 09/848,698 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2834 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 2 1 -24 directed to an invention that is independent 
or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: having 
the fuel cell system being powered in part by a combination of air and pressurized 
gas fuel, lowering the pressure of the pressurized gas fuel in order to operate the 
fuel cell system and recover the amount of potential energy from the pressurized 
gas fuel in the form of mechanical force and applying a portion of the driving force 
directly to an electric machine and using a portion of the electrical power to raise 
the pressure of the air and using a portion of the electrical power to power one or 
more loads 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally 
presented invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original 
presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 21-24 are 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 
CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Carlos Hanze on June 3, 2003. 

Also, the applicant requested to cancel without prejudice claims 21-24 at this 
point and elected to be prosecuted claims 1-20. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
A) Cancel claims 21-24. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
prior art discloses a system for recovering potential energy having a fuel cell, 
pressurized fuel gas, a fuel tank, an electric machine and a first and second conduit 
system. However, the prior art fails to show, in combination with the invention, a 
first conduit system for coupling a fuel tank to the fuel cell and for allowing the 
pressurized gas fuel to be selectively communicated to the fuel cell, an expander 
disposed within the first conduit for generating torque and lowering the pressure of 
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the pressurized gas fuel which is communicated to the fuel cell, a second conduit 
for coupling the fuel cell to a source or air and for allowing air to be selectively 
communicated to the fuel cell, a compressor disposed within the second conduit 
system coupled to the expander and an electric machine coupled to the expander 
and to the compressor, a motor/generator for converting torque into electrical 
power and a compressor coupled to the motor/generator and using a clutch for 
selectively connecting and disconnecting the expander and the compressor. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Julio C. Gonzalez whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-1563. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8AM-5PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703) 308-1371. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7722 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0956. 




Jcg 

June 3, 2003 



